
Hello Everyone, 

On October 18, 2015 I graduated with my partner, 

Kassandra from Chester, PA.  I am a guide dog now.  

Kassandra is a student studying to be a child therapist.  

She lives at home with her family.  She is very active and 

plays a sport called Goal Ball for the visually impaired.   

This will be a backwards newsletter as I want to present 

my graduation pictures first.  I don’t think there is a 

more handsome guide dog! 

 

Kassandra and Tagg 

 

 

 
I want to thank Sepulveda Building Materials for their 

generous sponsorship!  This is the result of your 

support! 
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Tagg Graduation Speech 10-18-2015 

I have been a volunteer for Guide Dogs of 

America for 14 years as puppy raiser, breeder keeper, 

speaker and tour guide.  This is the first time I have the 

HONOR of being on the graduation stage. I started my 

bucket list at 13 years old when I told my parents I 

wanted to raise a guide dog for a visually impaired 

person.  They patted me on the head the same way 

they did when I said I wanted to be a girl scout, become 

an architect, go to college in Paris, and go on safari. It 

took me 46 years, but, I can check one of those off 

today. 

I need to give thanks for my journey with Tagg.  

To my first guide dog puppy in training, Dodger, my 

rascally boy, who taught me how to BE a puppy raiser.  

That boy was always in trouble. Rest in peace buddy. To 

y illage , you k o  ho you are, ho oth helped 
and supported me in raising Tagg.  To the staff and 

members of Weight Watchers Tustin.  Tagg’s first outi g 
was to a Weight Watcher meeting and he attended 

weekly meetings.  He had a weight book, was weighed 

in and was the only member to receive AWARDS for 

GAINING weight. To my employer, Rockwell 

Automation, for supporti g y issio . To Tagg’s VERY 

kind and generous sponsor, Sepulveda Building 

Materials.  I so enjoyed doing my sponsor reports. It 

was nice to show off the many pictures of I took of 

Tagg. To Guide Dogs of America for allowing me to raise 

Tagg and for providing professional instruction in his 

care and training.  To the area leaders for being there 

for EVERYTHING.  To breeder keepers for the tender 

loving care they provide to the breeding stock for Guide 

Dogs of America. 

The best way I can describe Tagg is that he is a 

SPECTACULAR puppy.  As he licked my face on pick up 

day as I held him in my arms, all I kept thinking was he 

was PURE SUGAR.  I have heard many people say that 

they knew their pup was going to graduate the day they 

brought them home.  I always figured they were a little 

CRAZY.  Well, this time, I said it.  I knew the day I 

brought him home I would be here today.   

Tagg as a ed i  e ory of o e of GDA’s 
stud dogs whose pedigree name was Hyspire Maritime 

Graffitti, call name Tagg, who sired many puppies for 

GDA.  I still call MY Tagg, LITTLE Tagg, to distinguish him 

from his namesake.  I believe LITTLE Tagg has made BIG 

Tagg proud. 

Tagg is an amazing dog.  I get many 

compliments on what a wonderful job I did as a puppy 

raiser.  Truth be told, I was only along for the ride at the 

other end of the leash.  He seemed to know what to do 

before I even taught him how to do it.  He was very 

serious about learning what he needed to learn.  He 

was born to guide.  He has a funny side, too.  He grew 

up on Facebook. He had many followers and got many 

LIKES.  Everyone was so amused by his LITTLE BED.  Tagg 

did not like the wire crates I had when I was trying to 

crate train him.  To make him comfortable, I went out 

and got smaller plastic crates.  I also got a little bed to 

put inside, it was pretty much a cat bed.  He LOVED this 

little bed.  I would turn around and he would be 

completely off the bed except for his feet, or curled up 

in it with his arms stretched straight out, or, with the 

bed on his HEAD.  As he got older, he never knew it was 

too small, HE never outgrew it.  At 62 pounds he would 

still curl up on it and I would still catch him with the bed 

on his head.   

As puppy raisers we are stopped frequently by 

the pu li .  So e just say God Bless you for hat you 
are doi g  as they alk y.  I tear up a d say tha k you.  
Others marvel at the thought of giving up a puppy.  To 

those o e ts I usually respo d ith that is hat 
argaritas are for .  There is no doubt we love them as 

our own and it is NOT easy giving them up on turn in 

day.  But, truly, raising a puppy for this purpose is not as 

altruistic as one might think.  When we successfully 

raise a guide dog, we get the honor of providing 

independence and companionship to another human 

being.  What a privilege!  What. A. Privilege. And 

honestly, I have received so many gifts as a result of 

being a puppy raiser.  I have an army of friends, lifetime 

friends, I can call on.  I have visited more places with my 

puppy than I ever would have without. I get a chance to 

interact with the public and represent Guide Dogs of 

America with pride.  Every outing is an adventure with a 

puppy in training. 

I am so happy Tagg was matched with such a 

wonderful young lady with such a beautiful spirit.  I can 

see the bond that they already have. 

Kassandra and Tagg, I want to wish you a long 

companionship.  May he LEAD you wherever your 

DREAMS take you.  Godspeed.  TAGG YOU’RE IT! 

 

 



FUND RAISING TRIP WHILE IN FOR TRAINING 

Tagg was taken on a 5 day fund raising trip for Guide 

Dogs of America by Yvonne Martin, Director of 

Programs, in August 2015.  He was in-for-training and 

photos were sent to me while he was traveling.  I was 

told he was a great traveler and representative of GDA!  

It was a five hour flight and he attended at least two 

golf tournaments. I was so proud of him! 

8/7/2015 

/ / 5 He is a perfe t tra eler   

 

 

 

 

/ / 5 Hi o , I a  doi g a ery good jo , a d I 
slept really good last night. Tagg is being a very good 

representative of GDA and a pleasure to travel with. He 

is a i e oy . 

 

/ / 5 Such a good traveler!  

8/9/2015 Service Dog Relieving Area at Washington 

Dulles Airport. 

 

 



8/9/2015 We are off to New Jersey for the second golf 

tournament. You should be very proud, he is a great 

traveler.  I will send more, we just arrived at our second 

stop, New Jersey. Tagg slept the whole drive down from 

Connecticut.  

8/10/2015 Second Golf Tournament. 

 

8/10/2015 Happy Birthday Tagg!  Special photo when I 

shared it was his 2nd birthday. 

8/10/2015 Hard at work with the golfers. 

 



8/10/2015 

8/10/2015 

8/11/2015 We are o  the way home on a 5 hour flight 

and one tired puppy.  He rolls up well!  

 

8/11/2015 We are waiting for luggage at LAX.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



IN FOR TRAINING LETTERS FROM TAGG 

 

Dear Family, 

How are you all doing?  I’m 
great!  I am learning how to 

walk with a special black & 

white harness on and boy do I 

look good! Next we will be 

learning how to make right 

and left turns.   

Hope you guys are well.  Take 

care. 

Wags and kisses, 

Tagg (3/17/2015)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Family, 

It’s me again from Guide Dog 
College.  I’ve learned right and 
left turns and how to cross 

the street safely.  Soon we 

will start walking in busier 

areas with more to watch out 

for. 

It’s not all hard work though.  
I get to play with my friends 

and chew on my favorite 

bones.   

I hope you are doing well! 

Wags & licks, 

Tagg (4/22/2015) 
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Dear Family, 
 
Hi all!  My trainers tell me 

that I’ve completed my first 
set of tests wearing my 

harness.  I helped guide my 

trainer while they were 

wearing a blindfold and it was 

fun! 

I know I still have a lot to 

learn and soon we will be 

taught how to guide on stairs, 

elevators and even escalators! 

We have fun when we are not 

working too.  The kennel staff 

gives us toys and we get to 

run around with our friends 

too! 

Take care. 

Wiggles and wags, 

Tagg (5/15/2015) 

 

Dear Family, 

       Hi, it’s me from Guide Dog 
College. I hope you are doing 

well. I wanted to let you know 

that I am staying a little 

longer then some of my class 

mates. I keep learning more 

and more and my trainers love 

me so much. I am a big help 

with the new dogs that come 

in for training, teaching them 

the basics around the kennel.   

Take care, 

Wags & Kisses,   

Tagg (7/29/2015) 
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Dear Family, 

       Hi, it’s me from Guide Dog 
College. How are you doing? I 

am doing well. I have decided 

to stay longer and advance my 

learning. Each day new 

techniques are perfected and I 

get better and better. I just 

needed a little more time than 

some of my classmates.    

Take care, 

Wags & Kisses,   

Tagg (8/24/2015) 

 

      

 

Photo sent to my puppy raiser on the day she had a long 

surgery while I was in for training. 

 

I made the Partner’s newsletter while I was in for 

training! 
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